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L R L T NOfORN 041150 2 SEP 85 VIA PKIVACY CHANNELS« = 

t. : AMBASSADOR VERNON A . WALTERS , AMBASSADOR TO USUN AT AMERICAN<< = 
iirfBASSY ROME Oil «= 


D : IMMEDIATE SECRETARY OF STATE«= 

IMMEDIATE WHITE HOUSE FOR NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISOR MCFARLANE<<= 
immediate OSUN«= 

i 

iLS ONLY ADDRESSEES«> 

n 25X1 


ON SEPT 3, I SAW POPE JOHN PAUL II FOR SOME FIFTY MINUTES« = 
j.ONE AT CASTEL GANDOLFO . WE SPOKE IN ITALIAN . << = 

I BEGAN BY BRIEFING THE POPE ON NY TRIP COVERING JAPAN , KOREA , <<= 
HINA , INDIA AND PAKISTAN . HE THANKED ME FOR THE INFORMAT ION<<= 

Nl. SAID THAT THE CHINESE WERE STILL BEING VERY TOUGH ON THEIR<<> 
ELAXIONSHIP WITH THE CATHOLIC CHURCH . THE ARCHBISHOP OF SHANGHAI<<= 
rut BEEN RELEASED BUT HAD NOT RENOUNCED HIS SPIRITAL ALLEQ IANCE<<= 

0 THE HOLY SEE . «= 

HE WAS INTERESIED THAI THE CHINESE STILL OPPOSED THE«= 

DMISSiON OF SOUTH KOREA TO THE U . N . EVEN IF IT MEANT THE NORTH<<= 
'.•PEANb COULD GET IN TOO . << = 

1 iOLD xHE l^OPL THAI 1 FELT A CONSIDERABLY MORE FAVORABLE<<= 

■TlTcDE IN INDIA TOWARD THE U . S . THAN ON ANY PREVIOUS VISIT AND<<-- 
hAI an AGREEMENT WITH SRI LANKA ON THE TAMILS SEEMED QUITE CLOSE . <•:- 


I I BRIEFED THE POPE<<= 

^ SOVIET EFFORT;: IN THE FIELD OF ABM ' 3 ENDO AND EXO ATMOSPHER IC v <== 

■V.J ON laser and charged PARTICLE BEAM WEAPONS . I POINTED OUT THAI<<- 
lEY HAD BEEN WORKING ON THESE FOR MANY YEARS AND IF THEY GOT<<^ 
iiERE FIRST THE WHOLE EQUILIBRIUM OF THE WORLD WOULD BE ENDANGERED . « = 

E AGREED AND SAID THAT THE U . S . MUST NOT LET THEM GET THERE FIRST . «= 
SAIE^ WE WERE BEING SUBJECTED TO CRITICISM AND THE NON - ALIGNED<< = 

GOLD PROBABLY ATTACK US FIERCELY FOR WORKING ON SDI WHILE THE<<= 

OViET UNION WOULD ESCAPE CRITICISM . HE SAID THAT THE RADICALS<<= 

N THE NON - ALIGNED GROUP SEEMED TO BE CALLING THE TUNE . I SAID« = 

‘Ai THE SOVIETS HAD ALREADY TESTED SATELLITE KILLERS AND HAD<<= 

. READY MlLiXARiZED SPACE . <<= 

HE WAS FASCINNATED BY THE PICTURES AND COMMENTED THAT HE WAS«= 

RATEFUL THAT WE PROVIDED Tifl-S-TYPB-^Of^INPORMATION -SO' THAT- HE<<> . 

UULD BETTER UNDERSTAND WHAT WAS AT STAKE . «- 
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HE ASKED ABOUT THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN LASERS AND CHARQED<<= 

PARTICLE BEAM WEAPONS AND I EXPLAINED THESE . HE ALSO COMMENTED<<= 

IrlAl THE KRASNOYASK PHASED ARRAY RADAR WAS SO DISTANT FROM THE SOVIET<<= 
BORDERS THAT IT MUST BE IN VIOLATION OF SALT I . I SAID I BELIEVED«« 
IX WAS . HE WAS ALSO IMPRESSED BY THE PHOTO OF THE PU8HKIN<<= 
INSTALLATION . I EMPHASIZED THAT WE FEARED THAT THE SOVIETS WERE«= 
WORKING ON THESE SYSTEMS TO DEVELOP A WAR FIGHTING AND BATTLE<<= 
.'1ANAGEMENT CAPABILITY . « = 


‘ IHE POPE THEN SAID THAI THE U . S . CEEDIBILIIY AND SCIENIIPIC<<- 
DAn uATi WPPT PEACE SINCE WORLD WAR II AND THAT IHE U . S • MUST<<- 
RFIAIN^IT^^ I^SAID THAT WE WOULD , BUT THE FINANCIAL BURDEN ON US«« 
«ArJERY OEEAT . ME UOULD RELY ON IHE CREATIVE SENIUS OE A EREE«= 
.'iCiETY TO GIVE US THE TECHNICAL MEANS OF KEEPING THAT bOCIEIY*-.- 
i‘Rc£ *, HE COMMENTED * AND IT HAS << = 

i HAVE BRIEFED THE POPE StVERAL 1 IMES BEFORE AND I HAVE'-..'..= 

SEEN HIM THIS INTERESIP:):' . << = 

•ir TI4PM ^Al'Li ** YOU MUST NEVER FORGET THE IMMEi'JSe RESERVOIR 0F\’^. *" 

„HIi SuSlSH AND REgSrd POR YOUR VALUES IN >^^SIERN EUROPE IHESE«. 

; KOPLE HAVE EXPERIENCED COMMUNISM IN THEIR LIVES AND KNOW THAI nvv- 
' f FRAUD WITHOUT FUTURE . HE SAID THAT THE PEOPLES IN EASTERN'.'^- 
.' •'k.jfE ^*^N0T JUST THE POLES WERE COMPLETELY D ISS ILUS lONED WITH<< = 


0.-.MUN ISM 


THEY KNOW IT DOES NUT WORK 




I MENTIONED THAT GENERAL JARUZELSKI ^AS REPORTEDLY COMING<<= 

0 NEW YORK FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY . THE POPE oAlD , - ' 

OF THE RUSSIANS AND TOTALLY COMMITTED TO COMMUNISM . YOU';.'..= 

?AN SEE HIN tP YOU PEEL THE NEED 10 BO SO BUI YOU SHOULD KNOU«. 

UHO HE IS'Am“uHERE he STANDS .• I WAS SURPRISED AI IHE EMOIION«= 
UI?H ShICH HE SPOKE . HE THEN WENT ON TO SAY THAI THE RUSSIANS« = 

«RE OBSESSED WITH THE IDEA OF BRINQING COHNUNISM TO ALL COUNIR IES<.^ = 
EVEN THOUGH IT IS A COLOSSAL FAILURE IN IHE SOVIET UNION AND«= _ 

C'XHER COMMUNIST COUNTRIES . HE ADDED THAT IHE RUSSIANS HAVE ALUAYS^<- 
Mil! A SHEEP - LIKE DUALITY OF GOING ALONG WITH WHATEVER IHEIR« = 

1 EADERs"dECIDE . I noted that IHE HAROUIS OF CUSIINE HRIIING<-,= 

IN 183y HAD SAID THAT THERE WERE MANY ENSLAVED PEOPLES IN THEw- 
^DRLD BUT ONLY THE RUSSIANS SEEMED TO ENJOY IT . HE AGREED . 
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HEN SPOKE OF LAil'-! AMERICA AND SAID IHAl IHE REASON IHlSv'-.- 
S SC 10 '.J3 AROSE FROM THE rACT iHAl SINCE UW 11'-.'.== 

HE OBJECTIVE uU- SuVlEf POLU.I MAD BEEN TO ^^E THE U . S . 
allies by r-OiNTING OUT THAT THE U . S . -JAS AN UNRLL InBLE'’. = 
NUXING THt LATE Ul VIETNAM , LAUS , EAfiPULilA , 

D HAILE SELASSIE AND IF IT WAS NOW DEMuNSTKATED THAI TriE<<,- 
WAS INCAPABLE UP PREVENTING THE t STADL ISHMENT OF A SO V IET<. ~ 
STATE IN THE HEART OF THE AMERICAS . iHEN oUME OF UbK ALLIES' 
EEL THAT THE TIME HAD COME TO MOVE TO ACCOcHODATK THE'-. 

UNION , OR WORSE STILL TO DEVELOP THEIR OWN NUCLEAR' <= 

ITY . <■< = 


2 
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XHE POPE THEN SAIP ' OUTS IDE Ot YOUR MORAL VALUES , THE M0ST«= 
PRECIOUS THING YOU HAVE IS YOUR CREDIBILITY . IT HAS KEPT THE«« 

PEACE EOB HANY YEARS AND UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES SHOULD YOU«b 
LOSE IT . THE GREAT PROBLEM IS THAT THE SOVIETS HAVE A SINGLE«» 
PLANETARY STRATEGY TO COMHUNIZE THE WORLD AND THEY HOLD TO IT . «« 
SOMETIMES YOU ( JHE U . S .) SEEM TQ-HAVB A -REGiONAL- STRATEGY FOR«« 
DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE WORLD . YOU TOO MUST HAVE A PLANETARY STRATEGY«= 

TO COUNTER THEM SUCCESSFULLY . •- NEVER LOSE YOUR CREDIBILITY .■ I«« 

UNDERSTAND THAT CENTRAL AMERICA IS VITAL TO YOU «> 

HE THEN THANKED ME FOR THE INFORMATION I BROUGHT HIM AND SAID«=» 

" AS ALWAYS YOU HAVE ENLIGHTENED MY IGNORANCE . THIS HELPS T0«« 

PREVENT MB FROM MAKING STATEMENTS I SHOULD NOT .* THE POPE THEN«= 
noted that HE HAD RECEIVED A LETTER FROM FIDEL CASTRO ABOUT THE«= 
INDEBTNESS OF THE THIRD WORLD NATIONS . I SAID THAT FOLLOW ING«= 

MY TALK WITH CARDINAL CASAROLI ON THIS SUBJECT , 'I WAS RECOMMEND INQ«» 
lu WASHINGTON THAT WE SEND SOMEONE TO BRIEF THE VATICAN ON THIS«s 
MATTER . HE EXPRESSED GRATITUDE FOR THIS AS IT WOULD HELP QUIDE«» 

-ilS REPLY TO CASTRO . HE SPECULATED ON THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE«= 
wHANGES IN THE SOVIET LEADERSHIP . I SAID THAT THE REMOVAL 0F« = 

GROMYKO SEEMED TO MEAN THAT GORBACHEV WANTED TO CONTROL H.IS<< = 

OWN FOREIGN POLICY . THE FACT THAT HE HAD MOVED SOME OF GROMYKO ' S«= 
CLOSEST COLLABORATORS SEEMED TO INDICATE THAT THERE WOULD BE<<= 

CitANGES IN SOVIET FOREIGN POLICY . WHETHER FOR BETTER OR WORSE«« 
lE DID NOT YET KNOW . THE POPE SAID THAT HIS ASSESSMENT WAS VERY<<= 
.IMILAR . HE DID SPECULATE HOWEVER THAT SOMETHING MIGHT BE<<= 

HAPPENING BETWEEN GORBACHEV AND THE MILITARY . I SAID I HAD N0<<“ 

information on this . <<=^ 

HE SAID THAT HE HAD RECEIVED ME ALONE SO WE COULD TALK<<= 

MORE FREELY AND EXPRESSED GRATITUDE FOR THE INFORMATION WE UERE<<= 

MAKING AVAILABLE TO HIM . «“ 

COMMENT : IN THE FIVE OR S I.X TIMES I HAVE BRIEFED THE POPE<<= 

1 HAVE NEVER SEEN HIM AS INTERESTED BY THE BRIEFING NOR HAVE I<<= 

EVER HEARD HIM SPEAK AS FRANKLY AS HE DID TODAY . I THINK HE<<= 

NOW UNDERSTANDS CLEARLY WHY WE ARE WORKING ON SDI AND UHY<<= 

CENTRAL AMERICA IS IMPORTANT 10 US . ALTHOUGH OUR TALK WENT<<= 

WELL tiCYCND THE SCHEDULED 30 MiNuTES , THIS TIME NO UNE CAME 1N<< = 
i'U TRY AND SHORTEN THE TALK . I REGARD IT AS THE MOST POSITIVE<< = 
lALK 1 HAVE EVER HAD WITH HIM AND A NEW ATMOSPHERE OF D IR£CTNESS<<= 
wAS PRESENT . <<= 

DECL UADR<<= 

3 E C R E T<<= 


BI<< = 

*001 i <<® 
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ON SEPT 3, I SAW POPE JOHN PAUL II FOR SOME FIFTY MINUTES«= 

ALONE AT CASTEL GANDOLFO . WE SPOKE IN ITALIAN . <<= 

I BEGAN BY BRIEFING THE POPE ON MY TRIP COVERING JAPAN , KOREA , «= 
CHINA , INDIA AND PAKISTAN . HE THANKED ME FOR THE INFORMAT ION« = 

AND SAID THAT THE CHINESE WERE STILL BEING VERY TOUGH ON THEIR« = 
RELATIONSHIP WITH THE CATHOLIC CHURCH . THE ARCHBISHOP OF SHANGHAI<<= 
HAD BEEN RELEASED BUT HAD NOT RENOUNCED HIS SPIRITAL ALLEGIANCE«= 

TO THE HOLY SEE . « = 

HE WAS INTERESTED THAT THE CHINESE STILL OPPOSED THE«= 

ADMISSION OF SOUTH KOREA TO THE U . N . EVEN IF IT MEANT THE NORTH<<= 
KOREANS COULD GET IN TOO . «= 

I TOLD THE POPE THAT I FELT A CONSIDERABLY MORE FAVORABLE«= 

ATTITUDE IN INDIA TOWARD THE U . S . THAN ON ANY PREVIOUS VISIT AND<<= 
THAT AN AGREEMENT WITH SRI LANKA ON THE TAMILS SEEMED QUITE CLOSE . <<= 


I BRIEFED THE POPE<<= 

ON SOVIET EFFORTS IN THE FIELD OF ABM ' S ENDO AND EXO ATMOSPHER IC«> 

AND ON LASER AND CHARGED PARTICLE BEAM WEAPONS . I POINTED OUT THAT<<= 

THEY HAD BEEN WORKING ON THESE FOR MANY YEARS AND IF THEY GOI« = 

THERE FIRST THE WHOLE EQUILIBRIUM OF THE WORLD WOULD BE ENDANGERED . <<= 

HE AGREED AND SAID THAT THE U . S . MUST NOT LET THEM GET THERE FIRST . «= 
I SAID WE WERE BEING SUBJECTED TO CRITICISM AND THE NON - ALIGNED«= 

WOULD PROBABLY ATTACK US FIERCELY FOR WORKING ON SDI WHILE THE<<= 

SOVIET UNION WOULD ESCAPE CRITICISM . HE SAID THAT THE RADICALS«= 

IN THE NON - ALIGNED GROUP SEEMED TO BE CALLING THE TUNE . I SAID<<= 

THAT THE SOVIETS HAD ALREADY TESTED SATELLITE KILLERS AND HAD<<= 

ALREADY MILITARIZED SPACE . «> 
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HE ASKED ABOUT THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN LASERS AND CHARQED<<= 

PARTICLE BEAM WEAPONS AND I EXPLAINED THESE . HE ALSO COMMENIED<<= 

THAT THE KRASNOYASK PHASED ARRAY RADAR WAS SO DISTANT FROM THE S0VIET«= 
BORDERS THAT IT MUST BE IN VIOLATION OF SALT I . I SAID I BELIEVED<<= 

IT WAS . HE WAS ALSO IMPRESSED BY THE PHOTO OF THE PUSHKIN« = 
INSTALLATION . I EMPHASIZED THAT WE FEARED THAT THE SOVIETS WERE<<= 
WORKING ON THESE SYSTEMS TO DEVELOP A WAR FIGHTING AND BATTLE«= 

MANAGEMENT CAPABILITY . « = 

THE POPE THEN SAID THAT THE U . S . CREDIBILITY AND SCIENTIFIC« = 

LEAD HAD KEPT PEACE SINCE WORLD WAR II AND THAT THE U . S . MUST« = 

RETAIN IT . I SAID THAT WE WOULD , BUT THE FINANCIAL BURDEN ON US<<= 

WAS VERY GREAT . WE WOULD RELY ON THE CREATIVE GENIUS OF A FREE« = 
SOCIETY TO GIVE US THE TECHNICAL MEANS OF KEEPING THAT SOCIETY« = 

FREE . HE COMMENTED • AND IT HAS .* «= 

I HAVE BRIEFED THE POPE SEVERAL TIMES BEFORE AND I HAVE<<= 

NEVER SEEN HIM THIS INTERESTED . «= 

HE THEN SAID " YOU MUST NEVER FORGET THE IMMENSE RESERVOIR 0F« = 

ANTI - COMMUNISM AND REGARD FOR YOUR VALUES IN EASTERN EUROPE . THESE«= 
PEOPLE HAVE EXPERIENCED COMMUNISM IN THEIR LIVES AND KNOW THAT IT«= 

IS A FRAUD WITHOUT FUTURE . HE SAID THAT THE PEOPLES IN EASTERN« = 

EUROPE , NOT JUST THE POLES WERE COMPLETELY D ISS ILUS lONED WIIH« = 
COMMUNISM . THEY KNOW IT DOES NOT WORK . «= 

I MENTIONED THAT GENERAL JARUZELSKI WAS REPORTEDLY COMING«= 

TO NEW YORK FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY . THE POPE SAID , * HE IS THE<<= 

MAN OF THE RUSSIANS AND TOTALLY COMMITTED TO COMMUNISM . YOU«= 

CAN SEE HIM IF YOU FEEL THE NEED TO DO SO BUT YOU SHOULD KNOW«> 

WHO HE IS AND WHERE HE STANDS I WAS SURPRISED AT THE EMOTION« = 

WITH WHICH HE SPOKE , HE THEN WENT ON TO SAY THAT THE RUSSIANS«=: 

ARE OBSESSED WITH THE IDEA OF BRINGING COMMUNISM TO ALL COUNTRIES«= 

EVEN THOUGH IT IS A COLOSSAL FAILURE IN THE SOVIET UNION AND<<= 

OTHER COMMUNIST COUNTRIES . HE ADDED THAT THE RUSSIANS HAVE ALWAYS<<= 

HAD A SHEEP - LIKE QUALITY OF GOING ALONG WITH WHATEVER THEIR<<= 

LEADERS DECIDE . I NOTED THAT THE MARQUIS OF CUSTINE WRITING«= 

IN 1839 HAD SAID THAT THERE WERE MANY ENSLAVED PEOPLES IN THE«= 

WORLD BUI ONLY THE RUSSIANS SEEMED TO ENJOY IT . HE AGREED . <<= 

I THEN SPOKE OF LATIN AMERICA AND SAID THAT THE REASON THIS«= 

AREA WAS SO IMPORTANT TO US AROSE FROM THE FACT THAT SINCE WW II«= 

THE PRIME OBJECTIVE OF SOVIET POLICY HAD BEEN TO DIVIDE THE U . S . <<= 
FROM ITS ALLIES BY POINTING OUT THAT THE U . S . WAS AN UNRELIABLE«> 

ALLY , NOTING THE FATE OF VIETNAM , LAOS , CAMBODIA , THE«= 

SHAH AND HAILE SELASSIE AND IF IT WAS NOW DEMONSTRATED THAT THE«= 

U . S . WAS INCAPABLE OF PREVENTING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A SOV IET<'V:=: 
CLIENT STATE IN THE HEART OF THE AMERICAS . THEN SOME OF OUR ALLIES« = 
MIGHT FEEL THAT THE TIME HAD COME TO MOVE TO ACCOMMODATE THE<<= 

SOVIET UNION , OR WORSE STILL TO DEVELOP THEIR OWN NUCLEAR<<= 

CAPABILITY . « = 


THE POPE THEN SAID 


OUTSIDE OF YOUR MORAL VALUES 


THE MOST- 


PRECIOUS THING YOU HAVE IS YOUR CREDIBILITY 


IT HAS KEPT THE« = 


PEACE FOR MANY YEARS AND UN 
LOSE IT . THE GREAT PROBL 




NO CIRCUMSTANCES SHOULD 
IS THAT THE SOVIETS HAVE 


m 


nNQLE« = 


PLANETARY S^gaJtized (foVApproved'for Release 20 f 1/07/20 ”ciA-RbP88B66443R001604260031-2 


ounDX — luu i — XfiJB u s 7 

DiEFERENii i 


H nau iUI^4 51 HW 1 Bti ' l ■ g URk ^ ■ ■ 

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/07/20 : clA-RD>8^8Vob443R6bl6M^ 


o p sen ^ iu HHVB 




Page (002) 
09/17/85 


SECRET 

SECRET 


09/17/85 
Page (003) 


TO COUNTER THEM SUCCESSFULLY . -- NEVER LOSE YOUR CREDIBILITY I<<= 

UNDERSTAND THAT CENTRAL AMERICA IS VITAL TO YOU «= 

HE THEN THANKED ME FOR THE INFORMATION I BROUGHT HIM AND SAID«= 

■ AS ALWAYS YOU HAVE ENLIGHTENED MY IGNORANCE . THIS HELPS T0«= 
PREVENT ME FROM MAKING STATEMENTS I SHOULD NOT .* THE POPE THEN«= 
NOTED THAT HE HAD RECEIVED A LETTER FROM FIDEL CASTRO ABOUT THE«= 
INDEBTNESS OF THE THIRD WORLD NATIONS . I SAID THAT FOLLOW ING«= 

MY TALK WITH CARDINAL CASAROLI ON THIS SUBJECT , I WAS RECOMMEND ING<<= 
TO WASHINGTON THAT WE SEND SOMEONE TO BRIEF THE VATICAN ON THIS«= 

MATTER . HE EXPRESSED GRATITUDE FOR THIS AS IT WOULD HELP GUIDE«= 

HIS REPLY TO CASTRO . HE SPECULATED ON THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE<<= 
CHANGES IN THE SOVIET LEADERSHIP . I SAID THAT THE REMOVAL 0F«=: 
GROMYKO SEEMED TO MEAN THAT GORBACHEV WANTED TO CONTROL HIS<<= 

OWN FOREIGN POLICY . THE FACT THAT HE HAD MOVED SOME OF GROMYKO ' S<<= 
CLOSEST COLLABORATORS SEEMED TO INDICATE THAT THERE WOULD BE«= 

CHANGES IN SOVIET FOREIGN POLICY . WHETHER FOR BETTER OR WORSE<<= 

HE DID NOT YET KNOW . THE POPE SAID THAT HIS ASSESSMENT WAS VERY<<= 
SIMILAR . HE DID SPECULATE HOWEVER THAT SOMETHING MIGHT BE«= 

HAPPENING BETWEEN GORBACHEV AND THE MILITARY . I SAID I HAD N0«=: 
INFORMATION ON THIS . <<= 

HE SAID THAT HE HAD RECEIVED ME ALONE SO WE COULD TALK<<= 

MORE FREELY AND EXPRESSED GRATITUDE FOR THE INFORMATION WE WERE<<= 

MAKING AVAILABLE TO HIM . « = 

COMMENT : IN THE FIVE OR SIX TIMES I HAVE BRIEFED THE POPE<'V = 

I HAVE NEVER SEEN HIM AS INTERESTED BY THE BRIEFING NOR HAVE I«= 

EVER HEARD HIM SPEAK AS FRANKLY AS HE DID TODAY . I THINK HE« = 

NOW UNDERSTANDS CLEARLY WHY WE ARE WORKING ON SDI AND WHY«= 

CENTRAL AMERICA IS IMPORTANT TO US . ALTHOUGH OUR TALK WENT<<= 

WELL BEYOND THE SCHEDULED 30 MINUTES , THIS TIME NO ONE CAME IN« = 

TO TRY AND SHORTEN THE TALK . I REGARD IT AS THE MOST POSITIVE« = 

TALK I HAVE EVER HAD WITH HIM AND A NEW ATMOSPHERE OF DIRECTNESS«= 

WAS PRESENT . « = 

DECL OADR« = 
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